
The m onthly  n ew slette r o f the Birmingham Science Fiction Group 
(Honorary Presidents: Brian W  A ldiss & H arry Harrison)

G r o u p  C h a i r m a n  - t o n y  M o r t o n , S e c r e t a r y  - H e l e n a  B o w l e s , N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r  - M a r t i n  T u d o r , 
T r e a s u r e r  - R i c h a r d  S t a n d a g e , R e v i e w s  E d i t o r  - B e r n i e  E v a n s , P u b l i c i t y  O f f i c e r  - S t e v e  J o n e s , 

O r d i n a r y  M e m b e r  - M i c k E v a n s , N o v a c o n  2 3  C h a i r m a n  - C a r o l  M o r t o n .

This month's speaker is

BRIAN W ALDISS
Friday 15th September 1993 7 .45  for 8 .00pm  

Adm ittance: Members £2.50  Visitors £3 .75
(half-price for 1 4 -1 8  year olds on production of proof of age)

Brian Wilson Aldiss was born in East Dereham, Norfolk, on 18 August 1925. 
Following his education at Framlingham College, Suffolk and West Buckland 

School he served in the Royal Signals in the Far East. Since then he has 
worked as a bookseller in Oxford, literary editor of the Oxford Mail, science 

fiction editor of Penguin Books and art correspondent at the Guardian.

There is not enough space here to even begin to list Brian's works, or indeed 
to begin to list the honours he has received. Author of GREYBEARD, 

BAREFOOT IN THE HEAD, FRANKENSTEIN UNBOUND and the Helliconia Trilogy 
amongst many others, he has received two Hugos, a Nebula, a Ditmar and 
tw o  BSFA awards - to name but a few . A popular speaker at conventions 

the world over, Brian was guest of honour at Novacon 12.

{M any thanks to TWENTIETH-CENTURY SCIENCE FICTION WRITERS, third edition, for the above information.)

Please note our venue is the recently refurbished 
upstairs Function Room o f THE A U STRALIAN BAR 

(corner o f Hurst Street and Bromsgrove Street in Birmingham city centre).

The BSFG meets at 7.45pm on the 3rd Friday of every month (unless otherwise notified) 
in the upstairs Function Room of the Australian Bar, corner of Hurst Street and 

Bromsgrove Street in Birmingham city centre. The annual subscription rates (which 
include twelve copies of this newsletter and reduced price entry to meetings) are £9.00 

per person, or £12.00 for 2 members at the same address. Cheques etc. payable to "the 
Birmingham Science Fiction Group", via the treasurer Richard Standage at meetings or by 
post c/o Bernie Evans (address below). Book reviews and review copies should be sent to 
the reviews editor Bernie Evans, 121 Cape Hill, Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, B66 
4SH (tel: 021 558 0997). All other contributions and enquiries regarding the Brum Group 
News to: Martin Tudor, 845 Alum Rock Road, Birmingham, B8 2AG (tel: 021 327 3023).
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C O LO PH O N

The c on ten ts  of  t h i s  i s s u e  a r e  c o p y r ig h t  1993 
t h e  BSFG, on b e h a l f  of  th e  c o n t r i b u t o r s ,  

to  whom a l l  r i g h t s  r e v e r t  on p u b l i c a t io n .
Personal o p in io n s  e x p re s se d  in t h i s  

pub lica t ion  do no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  
those  of the  com mittee  o r  th e  membership 
of the Birmingham Science F ic t io n  Group.

All t e x t  by Martin  Tudor 
except  where  s t a t e d  o th e rw ise .

This p u b l i c a t io n  was p r in t e d  
on the  CRITICAL WAVE pho to co p ie r .
Contact t h e  e d i t o r i a l  a d d re s s  fo r  

d e t a i l s  of WAVE'S c o m p e t i t iv e  p r i c e s .
Many thanks t h i s  i s s u e  to  BERNIE EVANS fo r  
typ ing  the Book Reviews (a l thou gh  i t  would 

help  i f  they were  on t i me  nex t  month Bernie!),  
ROG PEYTON, DAVE HOLMES, LINDA KRAWECKE, 

STEVE GREEN and CRITICAL WAVE fo r  t h e  news 
in the Jophan Report  and E vents  l i s t i n g ,  

TONY BERRY for t h e  use  of  h i s  s p a r e  room and 
RICHARD STANDAGE and HELENA BOWLES 

for t h e  u se  of t h e i r  PCW.

F O R T H C O M I N G

E V E N T S

4-16  OCTOBER 1993: RETURN TO THE FORBIDDEN 
PLANET by Bob C a rlto n  a t  th e  Birmingham 
Hippodrome, H urst S t r e e t .  Monday to  F riday  
7.30pm and S a tu rd ay  8.30pm. T ic k e ts  Monday- 
Thursday £16.50, £14.00, £11.50, £9, £7.50, 
Friday and S a tu rd ay  £18.50, £15.50,  £12.50, 
£10.00, £8.50. Wednesday 2pm a l l  s e a t s  £8.50 
and Saturday 4pm a l l  s e a t s  £12.50.C a ll th e  Box 
O ff ice  on 021 622 7486.
15 OCTOBER 1993: BRIAN W ALDISS w i l l  be 
speak ing to  the  Brum Group, 7.45pm f o r  8.00pm, 
a t th e  A u s tra lia n  Bar, H urst S tree t/B ro m sg ro v e
S tr e e t .
16 OCTOBER 1993: GERRY ANDERSON w i l l  be
s ig n ing  copies o f  FAB FACTS (paperback, £5.99) 
at Andromeda, 84 Su f fo lk  S t r e e t ,  Birmingham,
from noon. The book goes  behind the  scenes

o f A nderson 's p o pu lar THUNDERBIRDS tv  s e r ie s .  
C a ll 021 643 1999 fo r f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .
16  OCTOBER 1993: STARFLEET BATTLES th e  STAR 
TREK r o le - p la y in g  game from T askforce  w i l l  be 
d em o n stra ted  a t  Magic L abyrin th , R u tlan d  
S t r e e t ,  L e ic e s te r , from 11.00am. L o ts  o f 
p r iz e s ,  c o m p e titio n s  e tc . C all 05 3 3 -5 1 8 1 7 8  
fo r  f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .
5 -7  NOVEMBER 1993: NOVACON 23 th e  Brum 
G roup 's own s f  con, a t  th e  Royal Angus h o te l  
in  th e  c i ty  c e n tre . G uest o f honour S tep h en  
B ax ter. A tten d in g  m em bership c o s ts  £30 on 
th e  door. S u p p o rtin g  m em bership i s  £8 .00 
(p le a s e  n o te  th a t  t h i s  w i l l  NOT a u to m a t ic a l ly  
r e s e rv e  an a tte n d in g  p la c e , b u t i t  WILL e n s u re  
r e c e ip t  o f  a l l  o f th e  c o n v e n tio n 's  p u b lic a t io n s  
and e n t i t l e  you to  v o te  in  th e  Novas). 
A lthough th e  h o te l  h a s  a g re e d  to  in c re a s e  th e  
m em bership c e i l in g  from  300 to  350 p e o p le  th e  
com m ittee  a d v ise s  you to  r e g i s t e r  e a r ly ,  a s  
th e y  w ill  i f  n e c e s s a ry  t u r n  people away on 
th e  door. F u r th e r  d e t a i l s  from B ernie  Evans, 
121 Cape H ill, Sm ethwick, W arley, West 
M idlands, B66 4SH ( te l :  021 558 0997).
6 NOVEMBER 1993: TERRY PRATCHETT w i l l  be 
s ig n in g  a t  Andromeda, 84 S u ffo lk  S t r e e t ,  Birm
ingham. C a ll 021 643 1999 fo r f u r th e r  
d e ta i l s .
10 NOVEMBER 1993: ROBERT JORDAN w i l l  be 
s ig n in g  a t  Magic L ab y rin th , Rutland S t r e e t ,  
L e ic e s te r ,  from  5.00pm. C a ll  0 5 33-5 181 78  fo r  
f u r th e r  d e ta i l s .
11 NOVEMBER 1993: COMIC MART a t th e  H otel 
Ib is , Ladyw ell Walk, o f f  H u rst S t re e t,  B irm ing
ham. Doors open 11am, adm ission  50p. C o n tac t: 
P e te r  Lennon, 15 Yew T ree  Close, B a tch ley , 
R edditch, B97 6S0 (0527 585036).
11 NOV 1993 -  29 JAN 1994: PETER PAN a d a p te d  
& d i re c te d  by Anna F a r th in g  a t  th e  MAC, Can
non H ill Park, Birmingham. T ic k e ts  on s a l e  now 
£4.95 (£3.95 c o n c ess io n s) c a l l  021 440 3838.
12-14  NOVEMBER 1993: ARMADACON V s f / f a n ta s y  
con a t  th e  A sto r H otel, E l l io t  S t re e t,  The Hoe, 
Plymouth. A tten d in g  £20.00 (one day £10 .00) 
to  4 G leneag le  Avenue, Mannamead, P lym outh, 
PL3 5HL ( te l :  0752 267873).
19 NOVEMBER 1993: DEBATE: "This h o u se  
b e lie v e s  th a t  sc ie n c e  f i c t io n  i s  a m an 's 
game.” P ro poser Mike Ib e j i ,  Seconder M iss 
E liz a b e th  J  T hacker (o f th e  Birmingham 
U n iv e rs ity  SF A F S o c ie ty ). R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  
o f th e  Brum Group have n o t ye t been s e le c te d .



If you would be in te r e s t e d  in  re p re s e n t in g  
th e  BSFG in t h i s  d e b a te  p le a s e  c a l l  Tony or 
C aro l M orton on 0 3 84-8 972 06  b e fo re  8.00pm. 
As u s u a l  th e  m eeting  w i ll  be he ld  a t th e  
A u s tra l ia n  Bar, H urst S tree t/B ro m sg ro v e  
S t r e e t ,  7.45pm fo r  8.00pm.

19- 2 1 NOVEMBER 1993; MIDCON th e  lo n g est 
e s ta b l is h e d  major games co n v en tio n  in th i s  
c oun try , a t  th e  Royal Angus h o te l ,  Birmingham 
( th e i r  e le v e n th  y ear th e re ) .  I t  w ill  once 
again  h o s t  th e  f in a ls  o f th e  N a tio n a l Diplo
macy Cham pionship, sp o n so red  by G ibsons Games. 
As w e ll a s  a Subbuteo T ournam ent, the MidCon 

Quiz, and l o t s  o f gam es. (Last year's con 
included such games as 18xx, C iv ilisa tio n , History of

the  World, C onquest Europa, B r i t ta n ia ,  A cquire, 
Railway R iva ls , R epublic o f Rome, Speed 
C irc u it, Modern A rt, Axis & A llie s  and Quo 
Vadis?) A tte n d in g  m em bership c o s ts  £10.00 to  
"Mid Con , B rian W illiam s, 30 Rydding Lane, 
M illf ie ld s  E s ta te ,  West Bromwich, B71 2HA.
22-27  NOVEMBER 1993: THE INVISIBLE MAN 
fo llow ing  a h u g ely  s u c c e s s fu l  run  in  the  West 
End th is  s i n i s t e r  s to r y  of a to rm en ted , tw is te d  
and tr a n s p a re n t  s c i e n t i s t  w ill  be re to ld  a t  
th e  A lexandra T h e a tre , S u ffo lk  S t., Birmingham. 
T icke ts  £6 .0 0 -£  14.50, t e l  633 3325.
26-28 NOVEMBER 1993: CON-YAK, annua l 
in te rn a t io n a l  B eneluxcon, venue p ro bab ly  A ltea  
Hotel, j u s t  o u ts id e  Amsterdam. G uests  of 
honour to  be announced. C o n tac t R ichard 
Vermaas, Jam es W a t ts t ra a t  13, 1097 DJ 
Amsterdam, th e  N e th e rlan d s .
6 DEC 1993 -  29 JAN 1994: THE SNOWMAN th e  
world p rem ie re  o f  a new s ta g e  p re s e n ta t io n  of 
Raymond B rig g s ' c h ild re n 's  c la s s ic ,  s p e c i f 
ic a lly  a d ap ted  fo r  th e  Birmingham R eperto ry  
T h ea tre  Company by Anthony C lark, f e a tu r in g  
the  o r ig in a l  and ex tended  sc o re  by, Howard 
Blake. C all th e  Birmingham Rep Box O ffice  on 
021 236 6771.
17 DECEMBER 1993: BRUM GROUP CHRISTMAS PARTY, 
7.45pm fo r  8.00pm a t  th e  A u s tra l ia n  Bar, Hur s t  
S tree t/B ro m sg ro v e  S t r e e t .
21 JANUARY 1994: BSFG AGM & AUCTION, 7.45pm 
fo r  8.00pm a t  th e  A u s tra l ia n  Bar, H urst 
S tree t/B ro m sg ro v e  S t r e e t .
4 -6  MARCH 1994: MASQUE I I I  th e  th i r d  B r it is h  
costum e c onven tio n , Shakis V ic to r ia  H otel, 
Nottingham. M embership u n t i l  30 December 
1993 is  £20.00 a tte n d in g , £5.00 su p p o rtin g . 
Contact: c /o  Mike P e rc iv a l, 4 E dnaston  Court, 
Y eld e rs ley  Lane, Ednaston, A shbourne, Derby
sh ire , DE6 3BA.
25-27  MARCH 1994: TREK DWARF I I  combined 
STAR TREK/RED DWARF conv en tio n  a t  th e  Holiday 
Inn, L e ic e s te r . A tte n d in g  £30.00. C ontact 47 
Marsham, Orton Goldhay, Pe te rborough ,  PE2 5RN.
1-4 APRIL 1994: SOU'WESTER. 4 5 th  UK n a tio n a l  
s f  con. B r ita n n ia  Adelphi H otel, L iverpool. 
G uests  o f honour: Diane Duane, N eil Gaiman, 
Barbara  Hambly, P e te r  Morwood. U n til  November 
1993: A tten d in g  £25.00 (£23.00 f o r  p a id -u p  
p re -su p p o r tin g ) , S u p p o rtin g  £12.50, c h ild re n  
aged 9 -1 4  (on 1 A pril 1994) £12.50, £1.00 fo r 
"babies and b e a s t s " .  Contact:  3 West Shrub
bery, Redland, B r i s t o l ,  BS6 6SZ.

BEER & SKITTLES 

F in al ly ,  after o n l y  a y e a r ' s  

w o r t h  of a d v e r t s  in the 

n e w s l e t t e r ,  we h a v e  r e c e i v e d  

e n o u g h  e n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  a Beer 

& S k i t t l e s  e v e n i n g  to make the 

e v e n t  viable, U n f o r t u n a t e l y  

w h i l e  we ha ve  b e e n  b u s y  t ry in g 

to d r u m  up s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e re st  

in the e v e n t  the pu b we were 

p l a n n i n g  to use has  c h a n g e d  

hands. So if Y O U  k n o w  of a 

pub w i t h  a s k i t t l e  a l l e y  that 

a ls o d o e s  g o o d  f oo d  and good 

b eer  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  H E L E N A  

B O W L E S  on (021) 5 5 8  7591 as 

s oo n  as pos si b l e .  If we can 

find  a s ui ta bl e,  a v a i l a b l e  

v e n u e  we p l a n  to h o l d  the 

Beer & S k i t t l e s  e v e n i n g  on 

S at ur da y ,  27 N o v em be r,



30 APRIL -  1 MAY 1994: COME-BACK CON. The
f i r s t  B elgian BeNeLuxcon in a long tim e a t  the  
Rubenianum House, Antwerp, Belgium. A ttend ing  
650BF, S u p p o rtin g  500BF u n t i l  31 Dec 1993, 
th en  A tten d in g  750BF, S up porting  650BF u n t i l
31 March 1994, c h ild re n  up to  6 f re e , age  6 -
12 h a lf - p r ic e .  C o n tac t: A lfons J  Maes, Zand- 
kapelw eg 18, B-2200 N oorderw ijk, Belgium.
2 7 -3 0  MAY 1994: INCONCEIVABLE. Second 'hum our' 
con from O c ta rin e , Tudor Court H otel, D rayco tt, 
n e a r Derby. A tte n d in g  £20.00 (£18.00 fo r  
members o f O c ta r in e  o r  ZZ9, c o n ta c t  12 Crich 
Avenue, L l t t l e o v e r ,  Darby, DF.23 6F.S.
1-5 SEPTEMBER 1994: CONADIAN, 52 nd world 
sc ien ce  f ic t io n  conven tio n , a t  th e  Winnipeg 
C onvention C entre. G uests  o f Honour Anne 
McCaffrey, George B arr, B arry B Longyear, Fan 
G uest o f Honour R obert Runte. The r a t e s  were 
A tten d in g  US$85.00, CANS95.00, S u p p o rtin g  
US$25.00, CAN$30.00 u n t i l  6 S eptem ber 1993. 
C ontact B r i t is h  Agent: Helen McCarthy, 147 
F ra n c is  Road, London, E10 6NT.
14-4 7 APRIL 1995: CONFABULATION 46 th  UK 
N a tiona l s f  con a t  th e  B ritan n ia  I n te r n a t io n a l  
H otel, London. GoHs L ois M cM asters Bujold, Bob 
Shaw and Roger Robinson. A tte n d in g  £15.00, 
S u p p o rtin g  £10.00, c h ild re n  bom  on o r  b e fo re
13 A p ril 1981 pay th e  su p p o rtin g  r a t e  and 
sm all c h ild re n  (born on or b e fo re  18 A pril 
1987) pay n o th in g . C ontact: C o n fab u la tio n , 3 
York S t r e e t ,  A ltrincham , C hesh ire, WA15 9QH.
2 4 -2 8  AUGUST 1995: INTERSECTION, 53 rd  w orld
con, S c o tt is h  E x h ib itio n  and C onference C entre, 
Glasgow. G u e sts  o f  honour Samuel R Delany, 
G erry A nderson. A ttend ing  £50.00 u n t i l  30 
Septem ber 1993, th e n  £60.00 u n t i l  30 Septem 
b e r 1994. S u p p o rtin g  and Ju n io r  (24 .8 .80) 
£15.00, C hild (24 .8 .88) £5.00. C o n tac t: Admail 
336, Glasgow, G2 1BR, Scotland.
27 DECEMBER 1999 -  2 JANUARY 2000: MILLENIUM.
Venue to  be announced , but d e f in i t e ly  in 
N orthern  Europe (p robab ly  a BeNeLux co u n try  
o r UK), £3.00 (flO.OO) p e r  y ea r , to  be deduc ted  
from e v e n tu a l  m em bership fee  ( to  be announced 
b e fo re  1997). C o n tac t: Malcolm Reid, 2/R, 9 
A ir l ie  S t r e e t ,  Hyndland, Glasgow, G12 9RJ.

□□□□□

Although d e ta ils  are correct to the best o f my 
knowledge, I  advise readers to contact organizers 
p r io r to trave lling, Always enclose a stamped, s e lf -  
addressed envelope when w riting  to any o f the above 
contact addresses, Please Mention the BRUM GROUP 
NEWS when replying to l is t in g s  or advertisements,

-------------------------------------------------
R E P O R T S  O N  

P R E V I O U S  M E E T I N G S

by S tev e  Jon es

JUNE -  LOUISE COOPER
At our r e g u la r  June m eeting , L ouise  

Cooper to ld  us how sh e  dec id ed  to  become a 
w r i t e r  a t school a f t e r  one of h e r  s t o r i e s  
gave a te a c h e r n ig h tm a re s . C.S. Lew is' "Narnia*' 
books were a m ajor in f lu e n c e  on h e r  e a r ly  
a tte m p ts ,  follow ed by M ichael M oorcock's 
STORMBRINGER. THE INITIATE, f i r s t  in  th e  "Time- 
m as te r"  t r i lo g y , was h e r  f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  book,

L ouise  read  u s  an e x t r a c t  from THE 
INITIATE  in which th e  s o r c e r e r  T arod fa c e s  
d e a th  from a l e th a l  d ru g  and th e  m ach in a tio n s  
o f th e  Gods. She c o n fe sse d  to  a c h a o tic  
w ork sty le  in which such th in g s  a s  r e g u la r  
tim es  fo r  w ritin g  p lay ed  no p a r t .

F in a lly  L ouise to ld  us a b o u t th e  "H eirs 
o f T o lk ien" p u b l ic i ty  to u r  sh e  d id  w ith  Rob 
H oldstock  and Mike J e f f r i e s .  H ig h lig h ts  
in c lu d e d  being a sk ed  "Which o f you i s  
T o lk ien ?" and b rin g  g iv en  a copy o f THE 
HOBBIT to  sign .

JUNE SPECIAL -  HARRY HARRISON
At th is  s p e c ia l  m eeting  H arry  H arriso n  

e n te r ta in e d  us w ith  h is  u s u a l  ream s of 
a n ec d o te s . I t  i s  im p o ss ib le  to  sum m arise  t h i s  
s o r t  o f  ta lk , but i f  th e  w r i t in g  s to p s  pay ing  
H arry h as  a p ro m ising  c a re e r  ahead  o f him as 
a s ta n d -u p  comedian.

H arry 's  l a t e s t  books a r e  THE TURING 
OPTION and THE HAMMER AND THE CROSS, w ith  
THE STAINLESS STEEL RAT SINGS THE BLUES due 
o u t n e x t March. The ha rdb ack  may have a 
c a s s e t t e  of th e  so n g s  w ith  i t !

THE TURING OPTION i s  a t e c h n o - th r i l l e r ,  
c o -a u th o re d  by M arvin Minsky, th e  com puter 
e x p e r t .  I t  i s  s e t  in  2020, w ith  th e  main c h a ra c 
t e r s  a  robo t and a compute!—augm en ted human.

THE HAMMER AND THE CROSS came from a 
s ta te m e n t  by Gore V id a l t h a t  'C h r i s t i a n i ty  was 
one o f  th e  w orst th in g s  t h a t  e v e r  happened to  
W estern  c iv i l i s a t io n " .  What i f  A lfred  th e  
G rea t had lo s t ,  and  th e  Danes had o v erru n  
E ngland in s te a d  o f  b e in g  c o n v e rte d  to  
C h r is t ia n i ty ?  The s to ry  i s  s e t  a few y e a rs  
l a t e r  in  th is  now pagan  England.

F in a lly , Harry prom ised  to  s to p  d rin k in g  
-  ex ce p t of co u rse  fo r  a l c o h o l .



by M artin Tudor
The Brum G roup 's own B ernie Evans is  

d e lig h te d  to  announce she  w ill  be lea v in g  th e  
M idlands E le c t r ic i ty  Board on 29 O ctober, 
hav ing  f in a l ly  n e g o t ia te d  her v o lu n ta ry  
redun dan cy  package and taken  e a r ly  re ti re m e n t .  
In c re d u lo u s  f r ie n d s  have been to ld  h e r p lan s  
a re  to  s t a r t  cooking, doing th e  housew ork and 
becom ing more a c t iv e  in  fandom, a t  which 
p o in t husband Mick succum bed to  a p ro longed  
f i t  o f  h y s te r ic a l  la u g h te r .

The 1993 B r i t i s h  F an tasy  award w inners 
announced a t  F an ta sy co n  on 3 O ctober were: 
B est Novel DARK SISTER by Graham Joyce ; Best 
S e m i-P ro z in e  PEEPING TOM ; Best A r t is t  Jira 
P i t t s  ; L ife tim e  Achievem ent M ichael Moorcock.

The C hristm as 1993 c a ta lo g u e  of Encoun
t e r s  book c lub  lau n ch e s  a new look and name 
to  em p hasis  th e  change of d i re c t io n  th e  c lub  
h as  been undergoing ov er th e  l a s t  few months. 
The F a n ta sy  & SF Book Club, a s  i t  is  now c a lle d , 
w i l l  be c o n c e n tra tin g  on b rin g in g  more f i c t io n  
th an  e v e r  b e fo re  to  i t s  members.

The E d ito r 's  Choice in th e  C h ristm as 
e d i t io n  o f f e r s  a ch o ice  o f David Gemm ell's 
DRUSS THE LEGEND (c lu b  p r ic e  £9.99) and THE 
HAND OF CHAOS by M arga re t Weis and T racy 
Hickman (club p r ic e  £8.99). In the  same 
c a ta lo g u e  members a r e  o f f e re d  William Gib
s o n 's  VIRTUAL LIGHT (£10.99), WARREN PEACE by 
Bob Shaw (£9.99), David Gemmell's LEGEND 
g ra p h ic  no vel (£7.49), P ie rs  A nthony's HARPY 
THYME (£10.99), Ian W atson 's LUCKY'S HARVEST 
(£10.99), THE PEACE WAR and MAROONED IN REAL
TIME by V ernor V inge in one volume e n t i t l e d  
ACROSS REALTIME (£9 .99), CALIBAN by Isa a c  
Asimov and Roger MacBride Allen (£9.99), 
M ichael C r ic h to n 's  JURASSIC PARK (£8.99) as 
w e ll a s  num erous o th e r s .  Of cou rse , most o f 
th e  above a re  Book C lub e d i t io n s  in hardback.

F u r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  i s  a v a i la b le  from 
th e  F a n ta sy  & SF Book Club, G uild House, 
Far n sby  S t r e e t ,  Swindon X, SN99 9XX.

B e tte r  l a t e  th a n  n e v e r I have th e  f u l l  
Hugo aw ard w inners: Andrew P o r te r 's  SCIENCE 
FICTION CHRONICLE s c o re d  a s u rp r iz e  v ic to ry  in 
th e  1993 Hugo Awards, o u s tin g  C h arles Brown's 
LOCUS from th e  " b e s t  sem i-p ro z in e "  c a te g o ry  
a t  th e  ceremony h e ld  in San F ra n c isc o 's  
Moscone C onvention C e n te r on 5 Septem ber.

A lthough Brown, who has won 17 Hugos 
s in ce  1971, re c e iv e d  183 f i r s t  p lace  v o te s  
a g a in s t P o r te r 's  167, he f a i l e d  to  g e t an 
im m ediate m a jo rity  ; by th e  tim e the  o th e r  
th re e  nom inees were dropped o u t and r e s id u a l  
vo tes  r e a l lo c a te d ,  P o r te r 's  t o t a l  had grown to  
274, b e a tin g  Brown by one vo te .

The shock announcem ent a t  C onFrancisco, 
th e  f i f t y - f i r s t  w orld sc ie n c e  f ic t io n  
convention , may prove a tu rn in g  po in t fo r th e  
news c o v erag e  in LOCUS, which has p re v io u s ly  
ignored th e  e x is te n c e  o f o th e r  new szines such 
as SFC and CRITICAL WAVE.

In th e  "b est novel"  c a te g o ry , the  award 
was announced a s  a t i e  betw een V ernor Ving e 's  
A FIRE UPON THE DEEP, p u b lish e d  by Tor in th e  
US and millennium in th e  UK, and Connie W illis ' 
DOOMSDAY BOOK, p u b lish e d  by Bantam in the  US 
and by NEL in th e  UK.

Again, th e  f in a l  r e s u l t  evo lved  as o th e r  
nominees dropped ou t ; Vinge i n i t i a l l y  led by 
196 v o te s  to  185, bu t th e  two books 
e v e n tu a l ly  drew w ith  a t o t a l  o f  311. It is  
only th e  second tim e in th e  h i s to ry  o f th e  
Hugos th a t  th e  "b es t no vel"  c a te g o ry  has been 
s p l i t ,  th e  f i r s t  be ing in 1966 betw een Roger 
Z elazny 's  THIS IMMORTAL ( o r ig in a l ly  p u b lish ed  
in FANTASY a SCIENCE FICTION a s  "...And C all Me 
Conrad") and Frank H e rb e r t 's  DUNE. W illis  had 
more s in g u la r  su c c e s s  in  th e  "b est s h o r t  
s to ry "  c a te g o ry , how ever, w ith  "Even th e  
Queen", p u b lish e d  by ASIMOVS in A pril 1992.

In th e  fo llo w in g  l i s t ,  th e  w inner (s> in 
each c a te g o ry  a re  shown in bold type. A t o t a l  
of 397 nom ina ting  b a l lo t s  w ere cast, fo r th e  
1993 Hugo Awards, w ith  " o r ig in a l  a r t"  th e  
e a s ie s t  c a te g o ry  to  g e t  in to , need ing ju s t  
nine no m in a tio n s . The w inners were decided 
by a t o t a l  o f  841 v a lid  b a l lo t s ,  counted  and 
v e r if ie d  by th e  Hugo a d m in is tr a to r s ,  David 
B ra tman and S eth  G oldberg , a ided  by a 
com puter program  deve loped  by J e f f re y  L 
Copeland.

B est Novel (40,000+ w ords): A FIRE UPON 
THE DEEP, V ernor Vinge ; DOOMSDAY BOOK, Connie 
W illis  ; CHINA MOUNTAIN ZHANG, Maureen F 
McHugh ; RED MARS, Kim S ta n le y  Robinson ; 
STEEL BEACH, John V arley . B est N ovella 
(17 ,5 00-40 ,000  words): -B arn ac le  B ill th e  
Spacer", L ucius S hepard  ; "Uh-Oh C ity", 
Jonathan  C a r ro ll  ; "The T e r r i to ry " ,  B radley 
Denton ; "S topping  a t  S low year", F re d e rik  Pohl ; 
"P ro tec tio n " , Maureen F McHugh."

B est N o v e le tte  (7 ,5 0 0 -1 7 ,5 0 0  words): "The 
N u tcrack er Coup", J a n e t  Kagan ; "True Faces", 
Pat C adigan ; "In th e  S tone House", B arry N 
M alzberg ; "Danny Goes to  Mars", Pamela 
S argen t ; "Suppose They Gave a Peace...", Susan 
Shw artz. B est S h o rt S to ry  (under 7,500 
words): "Even th e  Queen", Connie W illis  ; "The



Winterberry",  N icho las A DiChario ; "The 
Mountain to  Mohammed", Nancy K ress ; "The 
Lotus and th e  Spear", Mike Resnick ; "The 
A rb ita ry  Placem ent o f W alls", M artha Soukup.

B est N on -F ic tion  Book (a n o n - f ic t io n  
work whose s u b je c t  i s  th e  f ie ld  o f s f ,  f a n ta s y  
or fandom): A WEALTH OF FABLE: An In fo rm a l  
H is to ry  o f  SF Fandom in  th e  5 Os, H arry W arner 
J r  ; ENTERPRISING WOMEN: TV FANDOM AND THE 
CREATION OF POPULAR MYTH, C am ille Bacon-Sm ith 
; THE COSTUME MAKER'S  ART, ed. Thom B osw ell ; 
VIRGIL FINLAY'S WOMEN OF THE AGES ; MONAD #2, 
ed. Damon Knight ; LET'S HEAR IT  FOR THE DEAF 
MAN, Dave L angford , ed. Ben Yalow.

B est S em iprozine  <a g e n e ra lly  a v a i la b le  
n o n -p ro fe ss io n a l p u b lic a t io n , devoted  to  
sc ien ce  f ic t io n  or fa n ta sy , which had pub
l ished  fo u r o r more i s s u e s ,  a t  l e a s t  one of 
them in 1992, and met a t  l e a s t  two of th e  
following c r i t e r i a  in 1992 — [a] had an 
a verage  p re s s  run  o f a t l e a s t  1,000 c o p ies  
per issu e , [b] paid  i t s  c o n tr ib u to rs  o r s t a f f  
in o th e r than c o p ies  of th e  p u b lic a tio n , [c] 
p rovided a t l e a s t  h a lf  the  income of any one 
person, [d] had a t l e a s t  15% of i t s  t o t a l  
space occupied  by a d v e r tis in g , o r [e] 
announced i t s e l f  to  be a "sem iprozine"): SF  
CHRONICLE ; THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF SF ; 
PULPHOUSE ; INTERZONE ; LOCUS.

B est P ro fe s s io n a l  E d ito r (the  e d i to r  of 
a p u b lic a tio n  devo ted  to  s f  o r fa n ta sy , w ith  
an average  p re s s  ru n  o f a t  l e a s t  10,000 
copies per issu e ): Gardner' Dozois ; E llen  
Datlow ; Beth Meacham ; K r is t in e  K athryn Rusch 
; S tan ley  Schm idt.

B est F anzine  (a g e n e ra l ly  a v a i la b le  non
p ro fe s s io n a l p u b lic a t io n  devoted  to  sc ie n c e  
f ic tio n , fa n ta sy  or r e la te d  s u b je c ts , which 
p u b lished  fo u r o r more is s u e s ,  a t  l e a s t  one in 
1992, and which d o es not q u a lify  a s  a 
sem iprozine): MIMOSA ; FILE 770 ; FOSFAX ; 
LAN’S  LANTERN ; STET. B est Fan W rite r  (a 
person whose w r i t in g  has been p u b lish e d  in 
sem ip ro zines, fa n z in e s  or g e n e ra lly  a v a i la b le  
e le c tro n ic  m edia): Dave L angford  ; Mike G lyer ; 
Andy Hooper ; H arry Warner J r  ; Evelyn C 
Leeper. T his was th e  second su c c e s s iv e  Hugo 
for MIMOSA, e d ite d  by Dick and Nicki Lynch, 
and th e  e ig h th  s in c e  1985 fo r Dave L angford .

Best O rig in a l  Artwork: DINOTOPIA, Jam es 
Gurney ; ARISTOI (cover), Jim Burns ; FANTASY 
8s SCIENCE FICTION (Oct/Nov 1992, cover), Ron 
Walotsky ; ILLUSION (cover), M ichael Whelan ; 
ISAAC ASIMOVS SCIENCE FICTION MAGAZINE (Nov 
1992, cover), M ichael Whelan ; B oris V a lle jo  
declin ed  h is  no m ina tion  in th is  c a teg o ry , 
Best P ro fe s s io n a l  A r t i s t :  Don M aitz ; Thomas 
Canty ; Bob E gg leton  ; David A Cherry ; James 
Gurney ; M ichael Whelan d e c lin ed  h is  
nomination in t h i s  c a teg o ry . Best Fan A r t i s t

(an a r t i s t  o r c a r to o n is t  whose .work a p p eared  
in se mip ro z in e s , fanz ines , o r was p u b l i c l y  
d isp lay e d  in  1992): Peggy Ranson ; Teddy H arvia  
; M erle In s in g a  ; Linda M ichaels ; S tu  
S h if fman ; Diane Harlan S te in .

B est D ram atic P re s e n ta tio n  (a p ro d u c tio n , 
in any medium, of d ram atized  s f  o r fa n ta sy , 
which was p u b lic ly  p re se n te d  in  i t s  p re s e n t  
d ram atic  form fo r the  f i r s t  tim e  in  1992 ; 
in d iv id u a l e p iso d es  o r p ro g ram s in  a s e r i e s  
were e l ig ib le ,  but a s e r i e s  a s  a whole was 
no t ; how ever, a sequence o f  in s ta lm e n ts  
c o n s t i tu t in g  a s in g le  d ra m atic  u n it  may be 
co n s id e red  to  be a s in g le  programme): "The 
Inner L igh t" , an ep isode from th e  f i f t h  se a so n  
of STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION ; ALADDIN ; 
ALIEN3  ; BATMAN RETURNS ; BRAM STOKER'S 
DRACULA. T h is is  only th e  secon d  tim e  a tv  
s e r ie s  h a s  won th is  c a te g o ry  s in c e  th e  r u l e s  
were changed in the  1960s to  s p e c ify  th a t  a 
p a r t i c u la r  ep iso de  must be named ; th e  
p re v io u s  occasio n  was in  1967, when "C ity on 
th e  Edge o f Forever" won i t  fo r  th e  o r ig in a l  
STAR TREK.

The ConFrancisco com m ittee  had a ls o  
in ten d ed  to  p re se n t a "Best T ra n s la to r "  Hugo, 
bu t t h i s  c a te g o ry  was dropped from th e  f i n a l  
b a llo t  due  to  lack of i n t e r e s t .  A s p e c ia l  
com m ittee award was p re s e n te d  to  Takumi 
Shibano, however, " fo r  b u ild in g  b r id g e s  
betw een c u l tu r e s  and n a tio n s  to  advance 
sc ien ce  f i c t io n  and fa n ta sy " . The to a s tm a s te r  
was a u th o r  Guy Gav r ie l  Kay.

A lthough not a c tu a l ly  a Hugo Award, th e  
John W Cam pbell Award fo r  th e  b e s t  new s f  
w r i te r  o f  1991-92 was a ls o  p re s e n te d  d u rin g  
th e  Hugo ceremony to  L aura Resnick. The 
o th e r  nom inees were B arba ra  D elap lace , 
N icholas A DiChario, H olly L is le , C a rr ie  
R icherson and M ichelle S agara.

Bratm an and Goldberg l a t e r  is s u e d  a 
s ta te m e n t n o tin g  th e i r  r e g r e t  t h a t  v o tin g  
f ig u re s  had d ecreased  s in c e  1992, b u t hoped 
th e  r e s u l t s  o f the  "b est novel", " b e s t  sem i
p ro zine" and "b est fan a r t i s t "  (decided  by a 
m argin o f  two v o tes) would p e rsu a d e  more fa n s  
to  c a s t  t h e i r  vo te s  in th e  1994 b a l lo t ,  th e  
r e s u l t s  o f which w ill  be announced a t  
Conadian in  Winnipeg nex t Septem ber.

N icho las Royle's f i r s t  no v el, 
COUNTERPARTS, was re le a s e d  by B a rr in g to n  
Books on 30 Septem ber. As w e ll a s  m arking 
R oyle 's d ebu t a s  a n o v e l is t  a f t e r  more th a n  
60 s h o r t  s to r ie s ,  i t ' s  a ls o  th e  sm a ll p re s s  
im p r in t 's  f i r s t  novel, fo llo w in g  th e  
a n th o lo g ie s  THE SUN RISES RED and SUGAR 
SLEEP.

DARKLANDS, the  an th o lo g y  which Royle 
e d ite d  and pu blished  two volum es of a f t e r  
In d u s try  d i s in te r e s t ,  f in a l ly  g o t a m ass-



m arket e d it io n  on 7 O ctober from New E nglish  
L ib rary , which may com mission a f u r th e r  
volume g iven  fa v o u ra b le  s a l e s  o f the  £4.99 
paperback. Meanwhile, Royle f e a tu re s  in  THE 
YEAR'S BEST HORROR STORIES, THE YEAR'S BEST 
FANTASY A HORROR and BEST NEW HORROR, " th e  
f i r s t  tim e I ’ve been in  a l l  th r e e  in th e  same 
year, and w ith  th r e e  d i f f e r e n t  s to r ie s ."

DRABBLE WHO, th e  th i r d  fu n d ra is in g  
an th o lo g y  o f 1 0 0 -word s to r i e s ,  was p u b lish ed  
on 4 Septem ber, w ith  Jon Pertw ee, Sophie 
A ldred, S teve  G a lla g h e r and N icholas Royle 
among th e  c o n t r ib u to r s .  Copies c o st £8.99 
(p lu s  75p p o s ta g e  in th e  UK) from Beccon 
P u b lic a tio n s , 75 R osslyn Avenue, H arold Wood, 
Essex, RM3 ORG.

As w ith  p re v io u s  volum es, a l l  p r o f i t s  
and r o y a l t i e s  w i l l  be d o nated  to  th e  RNIB 
T alk ing  Book L ib rary . More than  £2000 has 
been ra is e d  to  d a te , enough to  fund fo u r 
ta lk in g  books.

V irg in  m arks th e  t h i r t i e t h  a n n iv e rsa ry  
of DOCTOR WHO t h i s  November w ith  th e  
p u b lic a t io n  on 16 O ctober o f DOCTOR WHO: TIME
FRAME by David J Howe, a £15.99 hardback 
c h a r tin g  th e  tv  show 's h is to r y  th rou gh  news 
c lip p in g s , s t i l l s  and book co vers.

Howe i s  a ls o  th e  c o -a u th o r  w ith  Mark 
Stammers and S teph en  Jam es Walker of DOCTOR 
WHO: THE SIXTIES, which was r e is s u e d  by V irgin 
on 16 Septem ber, p rice d  £9.99.

For th o se  who w orry a b o u t such m a tte rs , 
th e  American book d e a le r  B arry  R Levin has 
acknow ledged th e  B r i t is h  BCA book c lub r e le a s e  
of Isaac  A sim ov's FORWARD THE FOUNDATION a s  
th e  t ru e  w orld f i r s t  e d it io n , a p p earin g  on 15 
February  ; th e  Doubleday e d it io n  shipped  to  
American s to r e s  on 5 March.

Meanwhile, he r e p o r t s  th a t  a u th o r  H arlan 
E ll iso n  has so lv e d  th e  m y ste ry  o f D oubleday's 
o m issio n  o f th e  s ta n d a rd  " f i r s t  e d it io n "  
n o ta tio n  from i t s  c o p y rig h t page. I t  ap p e a rs  
Doubleday so ld  th e  r ig h t s  to  th a t  "honour" to  
E aston  P ress , bu t Asimov was too  i l l  to  s ig n  
e i th e r  th e  E aston  c o n tra c t  o r any o f th e  
s h e e ts  fo r  i t s  a u to g ra p h e d  e d it io n . As a 
r e s u l t ,  E aston  abandoned i t s  p lan s , but 
Doubleday n e g le c te d  to  r e s e t  i t s  copy rig h t 
page.

GHOSTS & SCHOLARS #16, due ou t ju s t  in 
tim e fo r  th e  Ghost S to ry  S o c ie ty 's  convention  
t h i s  Halloween, w i l l  f e a tu r e  an u n fin ish e d  and 
p re v io u s ly  un p u b lish ed  s to r y  by M R James, 
which ends a b ru p tly  a f t e r  ap p ro x im a te ly  5000 
words and — acco rd in g  to  G&S e d i to r  Rosemary 
Pardoe -  " is  in some ways a fo re ru n n e r to  'Mr

Humphreys and His In h e r i ta n c e ',  bu t in c lu d e s  
num erous e x tre m e ly  e f f e c t iv e  sc e n e s  neve r 
rep rod uced  th e re  o r  e lsew here".

Copies c o s t  £2.50 (UK only ; o v e rs e a s  
c o p ies  a re  £2 .70 o r US$5.00) from th e  H aunted 
L ib rary , F la t  One, 36 H amilton S t r e e t ,  Hoole, 
C h es te r , CH2 3JQ.

Fans o f  Ja p a n e se  an im ation  sh o u ld  check 
ou t th e  l a t e s t  i s s u e  o f  CRITICAL WAVE (#32, 
Septem ber 1993, £1.95 from me a t 845 Alum 
Rock Road, Birmingham, B8 2AG) a s  i t  f e a tu r e s  
e x te n s iv e  co v e rag e  of th e  anime phenomenon. 
I t  i s  a lso  w orth w h ile  p ick in g  up a copy of 
Helen M cCarthy's ANIME  A BEGINNER'S GUIDE, 
ju s t  p u b lish e d  by T itan , p r ic e  £6.99.

For m ake-up e n th u s ia s ts ,  T ita n  o f f e r s  
Mark S a lisb u ry  and Alan Hedgcock's BEHIND THE 
MASK: SECRETS OF HOLLYWOOD'S MONSTER MAKERS 
on 15 November, p r ic e  £8.99. Sadly, B r i ta in 's  
le a d in g  sm all p r e s s  jo u rn a l  on th e  su b je c t ,  
FX, h as  cea sed  p u b lic a t io n  fo llo w in g  c o - e d i to r  
Ade B anton 's r e lo c a t io n  to  th e  U nited S ta te s .

N uclear h o lo c a u s ts  p ro v ide  th e  them e fo r  
th e  sev en th  o f S teve  Sneyd’s " d a ta  dumps** 
co v e rin g  th e  h i s to r y  o f s f  p o e try  ; co p ie s  
c o s t  30p from H ill to p  P re ss , 4 Nowell P lace, 
Almondsbury, H u d d e rsfie ld , West Y orksh ire , HD5 
8PB.

The P e te rb o ro u g h -b a se d  im p rin t Anchor 
Books seek s  m a te r ia l  fo r  a volume o f p o e try  
in s p ire d  by s f  f ilm s  and te le f a n ta s y .  For 
fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , sen d  a r e p ly -p a id  
enve lop e  to  H elen McNally a t  Anchor Books, 1- 
2 Wainman Road, Woodston, P e te rbo roug h .

The Kent & S ussex  P o e try  S o c ie ty 's  open 
p o e try  c o m p e titio n  c lo se s  on 31 Jan u a ry , w ith  
a to p  p r iz e  o f £300. F u ll  d e t a i l s  can be 
o b ta in e d  from 8 Edward S t r e e t ,  S ou thborough , 
Kent, TN4 0HP.

The w r i te r  and i l l u s t r a t o r  Chico Kidd 
h a s  abandoned p la n s  fo r  a second is s u e  o f h is  
f i c t io n  m agazine PICATRIX, but r e p o r t s  h is  
d e c is io n  was "due to  lack  o f tim e r a th e r  than  
lac k  o f i n t e r e s t .  I f  i t  does appear, i t  w ill  
no t be u n t i l  l a t e  nex t year, a s  t h i s  y e a r 's  
sm a ll p re s s  p ro je c t  i s  my own f i f t h  
an th o lo g y ."

THE DOOMED PLANET, th e  co n c lu sio n  o f  L 
Ron H ubbard’s  e p ic  10-volum e "M ission Earth** 
s e r ie s ,  i s  now o u t in  so ftb a c k , p r ic e d  £4.99. 
Hubbard, who d ied  in 1986, a lso  founded th e  
c o n t ro v e r s ia l  S c ie n to lo g y  movement ; h is  l i f e  
i s  c h ro n ic le d  in R u sse ll  M ille r 's  u n a u th o riz e d  
b iog raph y  BARE-FACED MESSIAH.



Ramsey Campbell, Jon athan  A y c lif fe , 
M ichael Cox and Robert W esta ll w i l l  be among 
th e  g u e s ts  of the G host S to ry  S o c ie ty 's  f i r s t  
conven tio n , a p p ro p r ia te ly  being h e ld  o v er th e  
H allow een weekend of 30 -31  O ctober a t  th e  
C h e s te r  Eurom ill H otel.

For fu l l  d e ta i l s ,  send a r e p ly -p a id  
en v e lo p e  to  B arbara and C h ris to p h e r  Roden a t  
"A sh c ro ft" , 2 A b b o tts fo rd  Drive, P enyffo rdd , 
C h e s te r , CH4 OJG (fo r  fa n s  of S herlock  Holmes 
fa n s , t h i s  is  a lso  th e  c o n ta c t  a d d re s s  fo r  th e  
A rth u r  Conan Doyle s o c ie ty ).

The success  o f th e  ro le - p la y in g  
c o n v e n tio n  Furrycon '93 has prom pted th e  
o rg a n iz e r s  to  run a fo u r th  even t n e x t May a t  
th e  Old Ship Hotel, B righ to n .

Membership w i ll  c o s t  £10.00 fo r  gam ers 
( r i s in g  to  £12.00 a f t e r  30 Septem ber), £1 .00 
fo r  non-gam ers, p ayab le  to  SFC P re s s  a t  42 
W ynndale Road, London, E18 1DX.

In te r e s te d  in STAR WARS ? Founded in 
1984, th e  Moons of Yavin see k s  a c t iv e  fa n s  of 
G eorge Lucas' s f  t r i l o g y  to  a tte n d  m ee tin g s, 
c o rre sp o n d  and c o n tr ib u te  to  i t s  b im onth ly  
STAR WARS n e w s le tte r ,  TELESPONDER. For 
f u r th e r  d e ta i l s ,  send a re p ly -p a id  en v e lo p e  to  
34- Hammerton Road, B o tte s fo rd , S cu n th o rp e , 
DN17 2SB.

Meanwhile, th e  UK STAR WARS Fan Club 
ru n s  i t s  own q u a r te r ly  n e w s le t te r  and 6ends a 
s e l e c t io n  of th re e  c o lo u r  p r i n t s  to  new 
members. For more in fo rm a tio n , send  a r e p ly -  
p a id  envelope to  8 V ic to r ia  Close, T hornbury , 
B r is to l ,  Avon, BS12 1JE.

The second TREK DWARF conv en tio n  w ill  
be h e ld  on 25-27 March 1994 a t  L e ic e s te r 's  
H oliday Inn. M embership is  £30.00, p a y a b le  to  
47 Marsham, Orton Goldhay, P e te rb o ro u g h , PE2 
5RN.

For th o se  who c a n 't  w a it t i l l  March, a 
m in icon fo r fans o f  STAR TREK and RED DWARF 
w i ll  be held  a t  P e te rb o ro u g h 's  St Jo h n 's  H all 
on 27 November ; e n try  w ill  c o s t  £8 .00 ( s t c )  
A STAR TREK minicon was sch ed u led  fo r  th e  
same venue on 28 A ugust, w ith  a g u e s t  
ap p e a ra n c e  from th e  a c to r  David W arner.

Meanwhile, th e  P e te rb o ro u g h  SF Club 
p la n s  to  c e le b ra te  i t s  e ig h te e n th  b i r th d a y  in 
s t y l e  nex t May, w ith  an even ing  h o n o u rin g  
lo c a l  fa n ta sy  p u b lis h e rs  D edalus. For f u r th e r  
d e t a i l s ,  w rite  to  58 Pennington , O rton Goldhay, 
P e te rb o ro u g h , PE2 ORB.

Vibraphone, th e  S ix th  B r i t i s h  F ilk  
C onvention, has announced th e  s in g e r s  T a i ls  
K im berley and Tom Sm ith, p lu s  f i lk in g  com ics 
c r e a to r  Fox, as i t s  g u e s t s  o f honour.

The even t i s  b e in g  h e ld  a t  B rig h to n 's  
Oak H otel o v er th e  weekend o f 4-6 F ebrua ry  
1994. A tten d in g  m em bership is  £22.00
(unwaged, £18.00), r i s in g  to  £27.00 (£23.00) on 
1 December, w ith su p p o r t in g  and c h ild re n 's  
mem bership f ix ed  a t  £8.00 ; th e  room r a t e  is  
£25.00 per person  fo r  tw in /d o u b le  rooms, 
£35.00 fo r s in g le s .  For f u r th e r  in fo rm atio n , 
send a re p ly -p a id  en v e lo p e  to  2 Duncan G ate, 
London Road, Bromley, London, BR1 3SG.

C o rflu  Nova (as in N O rthern VA), aka 
C orflu  11, w ill  be h e ld  2 0 -2 2  May 1994, j u s t  
a c ro ss  th e  Potomac from W ashington, DC, in 
A rlin g to n , V irg in ia , in th e  C ry s ta l  Gateway 
M a rrio tt h o te l.

A s p e c ia l  f e a tu r e  o f  th e  con w ill  be th e  
re v iv a l o f  the  Faan (Fanzine A c tiv ity  
Achievem ent) Awards. F u r th e r  d e ta i l s  from: 
C o r f l u  Nova, c /o  4030 8 th  S t r e e t  S., 
A rlin g to n , VA 22204, USA.

Named a f t e r  a s h o r t  s to ry  by A rth u r 
Gray, th e  E v e r la s tin g  Club i s  a new a m ateu r 
p re ss  a s s o c ia t io n  fo r  g h o s t  s to r y  fans, ru n  by 
the  H aunted L ib ra ry 's  Rosemary Pardoe. 
Members a g re e  to  c o n t r ib u te  a t  l e a s t  10 A4 
pages (or reduced e q u iv a le n t)  o f ty p e s c r ip t  
per year, a lth o u g h  th e re  i s  no o b lig a t io n  on 
them to  subm it m a te r ia l  to  every  m onthly 
m ailing.

A lthough th e re  i s  no ru le  s t r i c t l y  
p ro h ib it in g  f ic t io n , th e  t h r u s t  o f th e  
a s s o c ia t io n  i s  th e  d is c u s s io n  ("both s c h o la r ly  
and l ig h t - h e a r te d " )  o f th e  g h o s t  s to ry  g en re . 
I n te r e s te d  fa n s  sh o u ld  sen d  a re p ly -p a id  
envelope to  Rosemary Pardoe a t  th e  H aunted 
L ibrary , F la t  One, 36 H am ilton S tre e t ,  Hoole, 
C h ester, CH2 3JQ.

Wincon II I  has announced th a t  r a te s  fo r  
a tte n d in g  m em bership w ill  r i s e  from £20.00 to  
£23.00 a f t e r  Novacon 23, and th e  su p p o r tin g  
r a te s  from £13.00 to  £16.00, a lthoug h  th e  
co nversion  c o s t  w ill  b e  f ix e d  a t  £7.00.

Among th e  e v e n ts  w i l l  be a s p e c ia l  
sc re e n in g  o f lo w  b u d g e t h o r ro r  and sc ie n c e  
f ic t io n  v id e o s ; anyone in te r e s t e d  in  con
t r ib u t in g  m a te r ia l  sh o u ld  c o n ta c t  S teve  G reen 
a t 33 S c o tt  Road, O lton , S o l ih u l l ,  B92 7LQ.

Space C e n tra l i s  a new T am w orth-based 
group fo r  M idlands STAR TREK fa n s  ; fo r  
d e ta i l s ,  c a l l  Lee Sajisome on 08 27-64911 .

T ran sy lv an ia  *94, th e  second  conven tio n  
o rg an ized  by th e  ROCKY HORROR SHOW c lu b  
Timewarp, w i l l  be h e ld  on 29 O ctober 1994 a t 
the Hammersmith N ovotel, London. A ttend ing  
membership c o s ts  £20.00 u n t i l  31 December,



r i s in g  to  £25.00 u n t i l  31 May and then  to  
£30.00 (cheques sh o u ld  be accom panied by fo u r 
r e p ly -p a id  e n v e lo p es). For d e t a i l s  o f th e  
conven tio n  o r o f  T imew arp i t s e l f  (which c o s ts  
£ 7 .5 0 /y e a r  to  jo in ), w r i te  to  1 Elm Grove, 
H ildenborough, T onb rid ge, Kent, TN11 9HE.

A £30M rem ake o f  th e  c la s s ic  s f  t h r i l l e r  
THE QUATERMASS EXPERIMENT i s  to  lea d  o f f  th e  
re la u n c h  o f  Hammer S tu d io s , w ith  film in g  due 
to  beg in  in  Jan u a ry , s p l i t  betw een Los A ngeles 
and London. The d e a l  has been worked ou t 
betw een Roy Skeggs, th e  c u r re n t  owner, and 
th e  American g ro u p  Warner B ro th ers .

O ther p la n s  in c lu d e  a 4 4 -p a r t  an th o lo gy  
tv  s e r ie s ,  HAUNTED HOUSE OF HAMMER, a remake 
of THE DEVIL RIDES OUT and an o r ig in a l  film  
p ro je c t ,  HIDEOUS WHISPERS, to  be d i r e c te d  by 
Richard Donner, lin k ed  in to  th e  d e a l v ia  
Donner/ S h u le r-D o n n er P roduct ions.

A lthough t h e r e 's  no firm  news y e t o f th e  
mooted SUPERMAN V, Lorim ar has  b ro ugh t th e  
Man o f  S te e l  back to  US te le v is io n  sc re e n s  in 
CLARK AND LOIS ; th e  s e r ie s  p rem iered  on 9 
Septem ber, w ith  Dean Cain in th e  lead .

With JURASSIC PARK a v a i la b le  on Sega 
Mega D rive s in c e  6 Septem ber, and th e  Game 
Gear and M aste r System  s o f tw a re  due in 
O ctober and November re s p e c tiv e ly ,  O cean's 
working on an autum n re le a s e  fo r i t 's N intendo 
SNES v e rs io n .

M eanwhile, V irg in  ta p s  in to  two 
s u c c e s s fu l  film  s e r i e s  w ith  i t s  November 
r e le a s e  o f  R0BOC0P Vs PREDATOR on Mega Drive.

P i r a te  c o p ie s  o f  JURASSIC PARK were 
a v a i la b le  on th e  US m arket w ith in  two weeks 
of i t s  t h e a t r i c a l  r e le a s e  ; s tu d io  heads 
b e lie v e  th e  ta p e s  w ere  made u s in g  a cam corder 
aimed a t a cinem a sc ree n . D ire c to r  S tephen 
S p ie lb e rg , m eanw hile, was busy a t  the  launch 
of th e  $60M a t t r a c t i o n  BACK TO THE FUTURE: 
THE RIDE ; a ls o  p re s e n t  were s t a r s  M ichael J 
Fox and Mary S tee n b u rg e n .

V e te ran  t e l e f a n t a s y  p ro d u c e r G erry 
Anderson g u e s te d  on th e  ITV c h i ld re n 's  s how 
THE PIG ATTRACTION on 3 June, d is c u s s in g  h is  
e a r ly  pu ppet s e r ie s .  Anderson was jo in ed  by 
C h r is t in e  G la n v il le , s u p e rv is in g  p u p p e te e r on 
such shows a s  THUNDERBIRDS, o r ig in a l ly  known 
as INTERNATIONAL RESCUE, and CAPTAIN SCARLET, 
which G la n v ille  r e v e a le d  had m odelled i t s  h ero  
on Sean Connery.

F i r s t  Ind ep end en t r e le a s e s  B re tt  
L eon ard 's  d i r e c t o r 's  c u t  o f THE LAWNMOWER MAN 
on 25 O ctober, w ith  an a d d i t io n a l  38 m in u tes

of fo o ta g e  ; a boxed s e t  w ill  a ls o  be 
a v a i la b le , inc lud ing  a s e t  o f l im ite d -e d i t io n  
co lo u r p r in t s .  A w id esc re en  v e rs io n  o f th e  
film  w ill  a ls o  be re le a s e d  t h i s  autumn.

M erryl Futerm an has been p laced  in 
c harge  o f p u b lic i ty  fo r  H arper C ollins' 
s f / f a n ta s y  l i s t s  ; sh e  su c ce ed s  C aro le  Jon es, 
bu t th e  p o s t  app ears  to  have been dow ngraded 
to  a p a r t - t im e  p o s it io n  (Mondays and T uesdays, 
on 0 8 1 -7 4 1 -7 0 7 0  x4662>.

The poet Roger Woddis, who s c r ip te d  
"Hammer In to  Anvil" fo r  th e  tv  s e r i e s  THE 
PRISONER, d ied  in July, aged 76, w h ils t  A ugust 
saw th e  d e a th  of James Donald, Andrew K e ir 's  
c o - s t a r  in  the  film v e rs io n  o f QUATERMASS AND 
THE PIT, and Fred Gwynne, "Herman" in THE 
MUNSTERS and th e  necrom ancing n e ig h b o u r in 
PET SEMETARY.

The h o rro r  w r i te r  S teph en  Laws h a s  
added h i s  su p p o rt to  p o l i t i c i a n s  and 
jo u r n a l i s t s  on th e  a n t i - v io le n c e  bandwagon, 
c a l l in g  on fe llow  a u th o rs  to  o f f e r  a more 
upbeat m essage in t h e i r  books. " O p tim is tic  
h o rro r ,"  Laws e x p la in s  in p u b lic i ty  m a te r ia l  
accom panying h is  n o v e l GIDEON, " is  f i c t io n  
th a t  a d d re s s e s  how p e o p le  fa ce  up to  t h e i r  
w orst f e a r s  made r e a l ,  and by draw ing  on 
in n e r  r e s o u rc e s  a re  a b le  to  combat them."

S a lly -A nn M elia h a s  asked  me to  ap o lo 
g is e  on h e r  b e h a lf fo r  th e  fa c t  th a t  sh e  h as  
fa ile d  to  make i t  to  th e  l a s t  co u p le  of 
m eeting s. U n fo rtu n a te ly  s h e 's  f in d in g  i t  a 
b i t  f a r  to  t r a v e l  from h e r  new a d d re s s  a t  3 
The S qu are , B ro u g h to n -in -F u rn ess , Cumbria, 
LA20 6SF. She a lso  m entioned th a t  h e r i n t e r 
view w ith  Simon Green a p p eared  in J u ly 's  
INTERZONE.

R ecen tly  re le a se d  from Paper T ig e r  a t 
£12.95 (lim pback) i s  2 1 s t  CENTURY VISIONS by 
Derek M eddings and Sam M itc h e ll  which d e s 
c r ib e s  and i l l u s t r a t e s  how M eddings p roduced 
th e  f a n ta s t i c  v e h ic le s  which a p p eared  in  such  
shows a s  THUNDERBIRDS, STINGRAY, CAPTAIN 
SCARLET, FIREBALL XL5, SUPERCAR and UFO. A lso 
r e c e n t ly  pu b lished  by Paper T ig e r  was 
HORRIPILATIONS: THE ART OF JK POTTER a g a in  a t  
£12.95 (lim pback).

Two more t i t l e s  from P aper T ig e r, due to  
be p u b lish e d  in th e  s p r in g  o f 1994, a re  
MERMAIDS AND OTHER VISIONS w ith  t e x t  by N igel 
S uck ling  and f e a tu r in g  th e  a rtw o rk  o f David 
D elamere <£12.95, lim pback) and THE ART OF 
DANNY FLYNN which f e a tu r e s  F ly n n 's  much 
accla im ed  s f  a r t  and an in tro d u c t io n  by 
A rth u r C C larke.



MURASAKI e d ite d  by R obert S ilv e rb e rg  
G rafto n , 290 pp, £5.99, "C" fo rm at

Reviewed by S teve  Jones.
In 1985 H arlan E ll is o n  e d ite d  MEDEA, a 

sh a re d -w o rld  an th o lo gy  s e t  on a p la n e t which 
had been worked ou t in  g re a t  d e t a i l  by a 
pane l o f s c i e n t i s t s .  MURASAKI i s  based on a 
s im ila r  id ea  from R obert S ilv e rb e rg , bu t w ith  
an u n d erly in g  s to ry , which e x p la in s  why i t  is  
s u b t i t l e d  "A Novel in  S ix  Parts* ' r a th e r  th a n  
"A S hared -w orld  A nthology". Poul Anderson a nd 
F re d e ric k  Pohl did th e  i n i t i a l  world d e s ig n , 
and th en  in v i ta t io n s  w ere s e n t  ou t to  e v e ry  
Nebula Award winner fo r  s to r i e s ,  which seem s 
a b i t  e l i t i s t  but c u ts  down on th e  paperw ork.

Anderson and Pohl w ro te  th e  o r ig in a l  
s to r ie s ,  and then p a ssed  i t  a l l  to  David B rin 
(whose s e c tio n  a p p e a rs  second) and th en  to  
G regory Benford, Greg b e a r and f in a l ly  to  
Nancy K ress.

M urasaki i s  a re d  dw arf s t a r  a bou t 
tw en ty  l ig h t  years  from E arth . I t  was f i r s t  
in v e s t ig a te d  by a ro b o t p ro be  in 2216, and by 
a manned e x p e d itio n  in 2265. As a l l  t r a v e l  i s  
a t  s u b lig h t  speeds th e r e  h a s  to  be som eth ing  
p r e t ty  in te r e s t in g  a r t  th e  d e s t in a t io n  to  make 
i t  w orth  th e  expense and tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  
t r a v e l  tim e. In th e  M urasaki system  th e r e  
a re  two l i f e - b e a r in g  p la n e ts  w ith  a t o t a l  o f 
th re e  s e n t i e n t  sp e c ie s .

"The T rea su re  o f Chujo" by F re d e ric k  
Pohl is  about th e  f i r s t  m eeting  w ith  th e  
en ig m atic  in h a b ita n ts  o f th e  d e s e r t  w orld  o f  
Chujo. "Genji" by David B rin i s  an e f f e c t i v e  
e c o lo g ic a l  fa b le  s e t  on th e  w a te r  w orld G enji, 
where th e  Ih rd izu  p ro ve  q u i te  c ap a b le  o f 
making th e  same m is tak es  a s  humans. "Language" 
by Poul Anderson in tro d u c e s  th e  o th e r  s e n t i e n t  
ra c e  on Ganji, th e  a q u a tic  c a rp e t w hales. 
"World V ast, World v a r io u s "  by G regory Benford 
and "A P lague of C onscience" by Greg Bear a re  
abou t genocide  on G enji, and an a p p a re n t 
b io lo g ic a l  w a rfa re  a t t a c k  on th e  humans by 
th e  Chujoans.

I was d isa p p o in te d  in  th e  f in a l  s to ry ,  
"B irth in g  Pool" by Nancy K ress, b ecause  h e r 
e x p la n a tio n  fo r what h a s  been happening d o es 
not seem e n ti r e ly  c o n s i s te n t  w ith th e  b io lo g y

p re sen te d  e a r l i e r .  Maybe th e y  should  have  
h ired  Jack  Cohen to  check i t  o u t. There a re  
e x c e lle n t l in e -d ra w in g s  o f some o f th e  w e ird e r 
c re a tu re s ,  w ith  n o t a knee o r  elbow among them.

F in a lly , I  found th e  ty p e - f a c e  used  in  
th i s  book q u i t e  e y e - s t r a in in g  (th e  A -fo rma t  
paperback h a s  a f r i e n d l i e r  ty p e - fa c e ) .  In 
s p i te  o f t h i s  MURASAKI i s  q u i te  an ex p e rien ce , 
and one which I can recommend to  anyone.
A SHADOW ON THE SKIN by Keren G ilfo y le  
Headline, 534 pp, £5.99, p /b

Reviewed by P au lin e  Morgan.
T his i s  Keren G i lfo y le 's  d eb u t no vel and 

i s  fa r  b e t t e r  th a n  many th a t  m asquerade a s  
such. She h a s  managed to  avoid  most o f th e  
p i t f a l l s  t h a t  some new w r i te r s  f a l l  in to , 
producing a  f a n ta s y  t h a t  i s  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  
com petent. I t  a ls o  h a s  some o f  th e  q u a l i t i e s  
th a t  c h a r a c te r is e  some f i r s t  n o v e ls . I t  has 
th e  fe e l  o f  b e in g  worked on long and lo v in g ly , 
so  much so  t h a t  th e  s p o n ta n e ity  o f p ro se  th a t  
the  b e s t e x p e rie n c e d  w r i te r s  have i s n 't  th e re . 
H opefully  t h i s  w i ll  be cu red  in  l a t e r  work 
when sh e  h a s  l e s s  tim e  to  a g o n ise  over each 
scene and d e a d lin e s  to  m eet.

The t h r u s t  o f th e  s to r y  co ncern s th e  
m ach ina tions o f  th e  D esaighn es fam ily . In 
th e i r  heyday th e y  had s tr o n g  m en ta l pow ers 
and could c o n tro l  o th e r s  by th e  fo rce  o f  
t h e i r  w ill .  They w ere ty ran nica l and w ealthy . 
Now t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  a r e  w aning due to  
inb reed ing  and only H alenne, th e  la s t  o f th e  
G reat Ones, re c o g n is e s  t h a t  th e  f u tu re  o f th e  
fam ily  l i e s  w ith  th e  h a l f - b r e e d s  which have 
norm ally been k i l l e d  a t  b i r th .  However, th e  
th re e  o f th e  c h ild re n  o f  G ulie y V arin ss and 
S edriaan  D esaighn es s t i l l  s u rv iv e . N ik le is  
and Bekhet have  been b ro u g h t up and c o rru p te d  
by th e  Fam ily b u t th e  y o u n g es t, T obias, has 
been r a is e d  by h is  m other to  deny h is  
In h e rita n c e . F a c to rs  o u ts id e  H alenne 's  c o n tro l  
co n sp ire  to  c au se  T ob ias to  f l e e  w ith  h is  
m other back to  h e r  home c o u n try  o f A parissa . 
Thus b e g in s  th e  ch ase  t h a t  c o n tin u e s  fo r  most 
o f the  book d u rin g  which T o b ias ' pow ers a re  
awakened by an e n c o u n te r  w ith  an energy 
c re a tu re  c a l le d  a l i t c h f i r e  which fu se s  w ith  
him fo r  i t s  own su rv iv a l .

There a re  n ig g l in g  th in g s  I d is l ik e  
about t h e book, The main c h a ra c te r ,  T obias is  
a youth o f  n in e te e n  bu t o f te n  he a c ts  l ik e  a 
fo u r te e n -y e a r - o ld . T h is  c h i ld is h  behav iour i s  
f in e  fo r  h i s  s i s t e r  Bekhet b u t does no t s i t  
so w ell on th e  c h a r a c te r  we a r e  supposed to  
have most sym pathy w ith . A lso I f e l t  th a t  
the l i t c h f i r e s were no t alien enough and th a t  
the  chase  a c r o s s  c o u n try  went on too long. I 
a lso  wonder why th e  a ssu m p tio n  i s  (by th e
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c h a r a c te r s  a t  l e a s t )  th a t  i f  you have 
s u p e r n a tu r a l  pow ers you m ust, by d e f in i t io n ,  
be e v il .  These how ever a r e  my own p re ju d ic e s  
and I w ill  c e r t a in ly  look a t  her n e x t n o v el 
w ith  i n t e r e s t .
INQUISITOR by Ian W atson 
B o x tree , 246 pp, £3 .9 9 , p /b

Reviewed by S tev e  Jon es.
Warhammer 40 ,0 0 0  i s  a m in ia tu re  f ig u r e  

wargame from Games Workshop. "So what", you 
may be ask in g , ”i s  Ian  Watson doing slum ming 
in  th e  murky w orld  o f game n o v e lis a tio n s? " . 
In  th e  case  o f INQUISITOR he i s  do ing  a 
damned f in e  job.

In th e  fa r  f u t u r e  a new Dark Age is  
sw eeping  th e  g a la x y . Even the  Epmaror, th e  
m ost p o w erfu l p sy ch ic  th e  human ra c e  h a s  e v e r 
p ro duced , i s  h e lp le s s  to  s to p  i t .  The " p u r i ty ” 
o f  th e  Im perium i s  m a in ta in e d  a c ro ss  th e  l ig h t  
y e a r s  by th e  I n q u i s i to r s .  One I n q u is i to r ,  Jaq 
Draco, d isc o v e rs  a p lo t  a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  
Im perium  to  c o n tro l  e veryone  w ith a m o n stro u s 
p sy c h ic  ’’hydra". The p e rp e t r a to r s  c laim  t h i s  
w i ll  sav e  hum anity by u n it in g  i t ,  bu t Draco is  
n o t so  su re . With h i s  companions Meh’l i n i  th e  
A ssa ss in , Googol th e  N av ig a to r and Grimm th e  
S qu at (!) he p u rs u e s  th e  c o n s p ira to r s  from  th e  
h iv e w o rld  o f S ta l in v a s t  to  th e  Eye o f  T e rro r , 
w here  th e  Laws o f  N atu re  a re  more l ik e  
s u g g e s t io n s ,  and f i n a l ly  to  E arth, th e  th ro n e -  
w orld  o f  th e  Em peror.

The fun in  t h i s  book comes from th e  f a c t  
th a t  ev ery  s in g le  c h a r a c te r  i s  a com ple te  
m aniac, and none o f  them  r e a l is e  i t .  As Ian 
W atson sa id  (q u o tin g  from A nsible): ’’These 
f i c t io n s  have a c e r t a i n  in te g r i ty  because , 
e x a c t ly  a s  in  th e  Warhammer game and books, 
hum anity  has th ro u g h o u t  h is to ry  been d riv e n  
by mass psy cho ses b a sed  on power f a n ta s ie s .”. 
A s tu n n e d  s i le n c e  fo llo w ed  th is  s ta te m e n t, and 
th e n  "Yes, but look on th e  b r ig h t s id e !”.
DANCERS AT THE END OF TIME by M ichael Moorcock 
M illennium , 537 pp, £1 4 .99 , h /b

Reviewed by Mick Evans.
C ontinu ing M illen n iu m 's  omnibus ty p e  r e 

i s s u e s  o f M oorcock's w orks, th is  volume, 7 th  
in  th e  s e r ie s ,  c o n ta in s  AN ALIEN HEAT, THE 
HOLLOW LANDS and THE END OF ALL SONGS Read 
c o n se c u tiv e ly , th e y  do re a d  as i f  they  w ere 
one long  novel, a l th o u g h  on r e f le c t io n  I th in k  
I would have en jo yed  them more had I re ad  
thera s e p a ra te ly ,  w ith  an in te rv a l  betw een 
each one. I becam e a l i t t l e  t i r e d  ha lfw ay  
th ro u g h  THE END OF ALL SONGS, which w as a 
shame a s  th is  s e r i e s  im pressed  me g r e a t ly .  
W ritte n  betw een 1972 and 1976, the  n o v e ls  a re

a s  f r e s h  a s  v i t a l  to d a y  a s  t h e /  w ere th en , 
w ith  e n d u rin g  id e a s  w hich a re  s t i l l  t u rn in g  
up in  r e c e n t ly  w r i t t e n  s f  n o v e ls , such a s  John 
V a rle y ’s  TITAN, in  w hich te c h n o lo g y  is  u se d  to  
c r e a te  f a n ta s y  w orlds w ith in  w orlds.

The main s to ry  r e v o lv e s  around Mrs 
A m elia Underwood and th e  h ig h ly  d ecad en t and 
y e t n a iv e  Jh e rek  C a m e lia n , who l iv e s  a t  th e  
End o f  Time, w here a n y th in g  and e v e ry th in g  i s  
p o s s ib le .  Mrs Underwood h as  m y s te r io u s ly  
been th row n  fo rw ard s  in  tim e  from V ic to r ia n  
E ngland. Moorcock h a n d le s  th e  c h a r a c te r s  
q u i te  su p e rb ly  a s  J h e re k  f a l l s  h o p e le s s ly  in  
love w ith  Amelia, t r a v e l s  in  a t i me m achine to  
th e  V ic to r ia n  e ra , and i s  c h ased  by a bunch o f  
very  com ical a l ie n s ,  th e  "L ats". The w hole 
book i s  ve ry  hum ourous, and Moorcock d e v e lo p s  
some q u i t e  h i la r io u s  s c e n a r io s  around th e  
main c h a r a c te r s  and e v e n ts .

T h is  i s  a d e l i g h t f u l  work, and i s  w e ll 
w orth  in v e s t ig a t in g  even i f  (p erhaps e s p e c ia l ly  
i f )  you h a v e n 't  p re v io u s ly  been a fa n  o f  
M oorcock 's e x te n s iv e  c a ta lo g u e  o f works.
CALIBAN by Roger MacBride A llen  
millennium, 312 pp, £8 .99, "C" form at

R eview ed by B ernie Evans.
More y e a rs  ago t h a t  I  c a re  to  rem em ber, 

I s a a c  Asimov fo rm u la te d  h i s  Three Laws o f  
R o b o tic s . These Laws w ere  th e  "what i f "  o f  
a l l  h i s  ro b o t t a l e s  t h a t  fo llow ed , and s t i l l  
c oun t a s  a ”what if** to d a y , because  we s t i l l  
d o n 't  hav e  p o s i t ro n ic  ro b o ts  in c o rp o ra t in g  
th e s e  Laws in th e i r  m ake-up. I t  i s  a m easu re , 
th e r e f o r e ,  o f  j u s t  how we h ave  come to  a c c e p t 
th e s e  a s  a  g iven, in s te a d  o f  a "what i f ”, t h a t  
t h i s  new book, based on Asimov's id e a s , i s  
c e n tre d  a round  th e  p o s tu l a t e  th a t  ro b o ts  can 
be m ade w i t h o u t  th e  T hree  Laws.

The eponymous C a lib a n  i s  such a ro b o t , 
in te n d e d  to  be a la b o r a to r y  experim en t b u t 
th row n  o u t  in to  th e  w orld  by c irc u m sta n c e . 
As th e  t a l e  p ro g re s s e s  we a re  taken  a lo n g  
w ith  th e  main p r o ta g o n is t s  th ro u g h  th e  w e lte r  
o f p o l i t i c a l  in t r ig u e  on th e  p la n e t In fe rn o , 
th ro u g h  what can o n ly  be d escrib e d  a s  a 
l e c tu r e  on th e  n a tu re  o f  p h y s ic a l  dependence, 
and th e  d a n g e rs  in h e re n t  in  to o  much o f  i t .  
But I'm  making i t  sou nd  b o rin g , and i t  i s n ' t .  
I t ' s  a l s o  an e x c i t in g  a d v e n tu re  s to ry ,  an 
in t r ig u in g  d e te c t iv e  s to r y ,  and an in s ig h t  
in to  m e n ta l developm ent. As we a l t e r n a t e l y  
fe a r  and  f e a r  fo r , sy m p a th ise  w ith  and and  a re  
s t r u c k  w ith  h o rro r  by, C aliban  and h i s  
a c t io n s ,  A llen  d e s c r ib e s  in  d e ta i l .  . th e  
to r tu o u s  lo g ic a l  p a th s  t h a t  - became synonymous 
w ith  A sim ov's n o v e ls . He d o es  th is  so  w e ll, 
and so  conv in c in g ly , t h a t  a t  tim es one f o r g e t s  
th a t  i t  i s n ' t  Asimov t h a t  one i s  read ing .



I'm no t  s u re  t h a t  t h i s  i s  such a good 
idea from Al len 's  po int  o f  view . Perhaps h i s  
own c h a r a c te r  should  have  been more in 
evidence.  As i t  is,  he ru n s  th e  r i s k  of be in g  
la b e l l e d  an Asimov clone.  I have mixed 
f e e l in g s  a bou t  th is .  T here  i s  enough sco pe  
a t  the  end o f  the  novel  f o r  a seque l  or two, 
the  new v i s t a s  opened up by removing t h e  
Three Laws po int  the  way fo r  many new i d e a s  
to be developed, and I would l ike  to  re a d  
them should  Allen decide  t o  w r i t e  them. He 
is ,  however, a f ine  w r i t e r  in  h i s  own r i g h t .  
Whichever way Allen go es  in  th e  fu tu re , a l l  
Asimov fans  should  re ad  t h i s ,  i t ' s  b r i l l i a n t .
ALWAYS COMING HOME by U rsu la  Le Guin 
Harper Collins, 563 pp, £5.99,  p /b

Reviewed by Robert P Jones.
T h is i s  an e x tr a o rd in a ry  book, bu t one 

th a t  makes g re a t  demands on i t s  read er. A lso 
on i t s  re v ie w e r, who h as to  g iv e  some id ea  o f 
i t s  r ic h n e s s ,  s tr a n g e n e s s  and com plexity in  a 
very s h o r t  space . So h e re  g o es!

ALWAYS COMING HOME p u rp o r ts  to  be an 
academ ic d e s c r ip t io n  o f a f u t u r e  c iv i l i s a t io n  
named th e  Kesh, com piled by a s c ru p u lo u s  
p re se n t-d a y  a n th ro p o lo g is t  named Pandora. 
L iving in th e  a f te rm a th  o f  a s e r ie s  o f 
h o r r i f i c  i n d u s t r i a l  and m i l i t a r y  d i s a s t e r s ,  
th e se  peop le  have r e v e r te d  to  a low -techno log y  
e x is te n c e  in  n ine  la rg e  v i l l a g e s  a long th e  
banks o f a r iv e r  in what u sed  to  be N orthe rn  
C a lifo rn ia  and, in  what m ust be one o f th e  
most m in u te ly  d e ta ile d  a c c o u n ts  of a f u tu r e  
so c ie ty  e v e r  a ttem p ted , Le Guin -  h e r s e l f  th e  
d a u g h te r o f th e  d is t in g u is h e d  a n th ro p o lo g is t  
A lfred  K roeber -  p ro v id e s  an a s to n is h in g ly  
com plete g u id e  to  th e i r  c u l tu r e .

A f te r  read in g  th e  e n t i r e  book (which 
in c lu d e s  many draw ings, some m usica l exam ples 
and s e v e r a l  maps whose d e t a i l  i s  hard  to  make 
out in  th e  new A form a t) one h a s  been in tro d u c ed  
to  e v e ry th in g  from Kesh m atin g  cerem onies to  
Kesh c u is in e .  We le a rn  a b o u t t h e i r  cosmology, 
th e i r  lang uag e, th e i r  s o c ia l  o rg a n is a tio n , t h e i r  
a t t i t u d e s  tow ards  th e  a r t s  and sc ien ce s , t h e i r  
m ethods o f s u b s is te n c e  and much, much more.

Some re a d e rs  indeed  may th in k  we g e t  
too much, and th e  book i s  p robably  a b i t  
padded. Yet Le Guin d o es  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  
expect ALWAYS COMING HOME to  be read  in  a 
c o n v e n tio n a l way bu t c o n s ta n t ly  in v i te s  you 
to  make your own cho ices . T h ere  is  a c e n t r a l  
n a r r a t iv e  concern ing  th e  t im e  spen t by th e  
young woman, S tone T e llin g , w ith  the  K esh 's 
v io le n t, m ale-dom inated  n e ig h b o u rs  the  Condor, 
but i t  i s  no t p re se n te d  c o n tin u o u s ly , b e in g  
su rro u n d ed  by many o th e r  s to r i e s ,  poems and 
fragm en ts  o f  p lays.

For a l l  h e r  d i s t in c t io n  a s  a w r i te r ,  Le 
Guin has n ev e r been p a r t ic u la r ly  in te r e s t e d  in 
c h a r a c te r is a t io n  and th a t  d e f ic ie n c y  i s  some
tim es e v id en t h e re . What she does so  su p e rb ly  
i s  convey th e  t e x t u r e  o f rem ote  s e t t i n g s ,  th e  
i n t r i c a t e  p a t t e r n  o f l i f e  a c ro s s  an e n t i r e  
community. Her love o f A m erindian c u l tu re  
and o f  th e  C a lifo rn ia n  lan d scap e  lend  th e  book 
an in te n s i ty  and lu m in o sity  th a t  a re  o f te n  
very moving, w h ils t  a t the  same tim e la rg e ly  
avo id ing  s e n t im e n ta l i ty .

T his i s  an u n u su a lly  a t t r a c t i v e  and 
convincing p ie c e  o f Utopian f ic t io n .  A m ainly 
m aste rly  ach iev em en t from a t a l e n t  th a t  has 
done a g re a t  d e a l to  r a i s e  th e  s ta n d in g  o f s f  
a s  a genre . Though i t  w ill  n o t a p p e a l to  a l l  
t a s te s ,  only a fo o l or a cyn ic  would d ism iss  
i t  ou t of hand.
SPEAK NO EVIL by P h ilip  Caveney 
H eadline, 308 pp, £4.99, p/b

Reviewed by B ern ie  Evans.
Tom P rin c e  p re s e n ts  a l a t e  n ig h t show on 

lo c a l ra d io , which he s p ic e s  up w ith  phone 
c a l ls  from th e  sad  and lo n e ly  peop le  who 
com prise h i s  aud ience . One o f th e s e  c a l ls  i s  
about to  change h is  l i f e  fo r  ev er, a s  th e  
c a l le r  announces th a t  he h a s  j u s t  k i l le d  a 
woman, and i s  even now s ta n d in g  ov er h e r 
body. As th e  p lo t  u n fo ld s  i t  becomes e v id e n t 
th a t  th e  k i l l e r 's  u l tim a te  p rey  i s  Tom h im se lf , 
th a t  th e se  o th e r  v ic tim s  a re  sim ply  th e  means 
to  an end.

Mainly a  d e te c t iv e  s to ry  w ith  some 
h o rro r  added as e x tra  sp ice , m ostly  f a i r l y  
t a s te f u l ,  i f  h o r ro r  can e v er be d e sc r ib e d  a s  
such, bu t som ewhat over th e  to p  in  a t  l e a s t  
one scene, t h i s  could have been a good 
example o f i t s  ty p e . But th e  c ra c k s  in th e  
p lo t a re  p ap e red  ov er so in e p tly , and some o f 
the  s e t  p ie c e s  a r e  so c o n triv e d , t h a t  i t  i s  
r e a l ly  Ju st a n o th e r  d e te c t iv e  s to ry  w ith  added 
h o rro r. F ine i f  you have an h o ur o r  so to  
k i l l  on a t r a in ,  bu t o th e rw ise  n o t recommended.

We welcome a new reviewer to these pages this 
month, Robert P Jones, Quite an impressive debut 
Robert, thanks, keep up the good work, I see most of 
you are using computers to write your reviews, I 
Mentioned a couple of months ago, I can now accept 
your reviews on disc, Anstrad 3' discs in either 
LocoScript or ASCII if a different word processor is 
used, and also 31/2" discs, ASCII only, provided they 
are DD discs, formated to 720K, and that the reviews 
are in the "Root Directory' Hard copy needed as 
well, to be on the sate side, As no-one took the 
hint last time I'll rephrase it here, IF YOU'RE 
USING A COMPUTER, PLEASE HELP HE OUT AND LET ME HAVE 
YOUR REVIEWS ON A DISC!, THANK YOU - Bernie Evans,


